
The Audiojs module for Drupal 6. 

Firstly, this is the most complex module I’ve built to date, so it’s quite possible that there are bugs or 

better ways of doing things. 

If you have any hints or techniques that may help me, please feel free to offer friendly and helpful 

advice. 

 

Current Setup: 

Standard setup except: 

1. I’ve installed the modules, libraries and theme folders under sites/all 

2. I’ve installed my own theme (one I’ve created) 

3. I’ve already set permissions on sites/default/files 

Apart from the above, everything is a standard Drupal 6 install (no modules currently installed). 

Also, there are currently no jQuery libraries installed, apart from the default Drupal 6 jQuery. 



Step 1 – Installing the audio.js javascript library. 

Download the audio.js javascript library from http://kolber.github.io/audiojs/ . 

Extract the files into sites/all/libraries/ 

By default, unzipping audio.js results in the following folder structure: 

 

 

We do NOT want this. 

Delete audiojs.zip. 

Move the includes folder into the audiojs folder. 

Move index.html and LICENSE into the audiojs folder. 

We should now be left with this folder structure: 

 

 



Step 2 – Install the required Drupal modules. 

Modules required: 

cck - https://drupal.org/project/cck 

filefield - https://drupal.org/project/FileFIeld 

views - https://drupal.org/project/views 

 

Non-required Modules: 

admin_menu - https://drupal.org/project/admin_menu 

 

Enable the required modules: 

CCK: 

Content 

Content Copy 

FileField 

 



Views: 

Views 

Views UI 

 

 

Click Save configuration. 

 

NOTE:  Not required for the Audiojs install 

I’m going to disable Color and Comment, as well as enable the Admin Menu. 

 

Next I’m going to create a folder called custom under sites/all/modules and upload my two audio.js 

related modules. 

I’m uploading them into the custom folder to keep them separate to the Drupal contributed 

modules. 

Next I’m going to upload and extract my two modules that are required for audio.js. 

These two modules are: 

audiocontent:  This is the module that handles the automatic creation of an Audio Content-Type, as 

well as a CCK FileField that handles the upload of the MP3.  I have kept this as a separate module as 

it’s possible to use one or the other separately. 

audiojs:  This is the module that provides the actual audio.js functionality, as well as the Views 

handling (creation of the View, as well as the theming of the View).  It creates all this automatically. 

 

 



Next I’m going to enable these two modules. 

 

 

Once you’ve enabled the two modules, you should see the following message: 

The content type Audio has been added. 

The field MP3 File(field_mp3file) was added to the content type Audio. 

The configuration options have been saved. 

 

 

Now what we need to do is to disable the audiocontent module. 

This is because we have already created the Audio Content-Type along with the MP3 FileField – in 

short, it’s done its job. 

I would also recommend disabling CCK Content Copy as well (unless it’s needed for something else). 

You will need to do that after disabling the audiocontent module. 

Leaving the audiocontent module enabled may result in the following message – effectively, it’s 

telling us that it’s trying to create something that already exists. 

 

 

You should now have the audiocontent module disabled. 

 

 

 



At this stage I’d recommend you having a look at the Audio Content-Type. 

Go to admin/content/node-type/audio . 

 

 

Manage fields: 



MP3 FileField: 

NOTE:  Some of these settings can be tweaked prior to adding Content. 

 

 

 



Display fields: 

 

 

 



Next I’d recommend having a look at the audiofiles view that has been created. 

Go to admin/build/views/edit/audiofiles . 

The Default display: 

NOTE:  I’ve highlighted the important sections below. 

 

 

The Page display: 

NOTE:  The audio play can be accessed via http://webserver-or-domain-name/audio 

 



Step 3 – Getting an updated jQuery to work. 

By default, Drupal 6.3 ships with jQuery 1.2.6, while even the jQuery Update module only supports 

jQuery 1.3.2. 

So, how do you get a more up to date version of jQuery working on Drupal 6? 

There are a few different ways that are explained here:  https://drupal.org/node/1058168 

I’ve tried a few different ways and failed, including using a module called jsalter, which didn’t work 

for me. 

The one method that has worked – and always worked – was method 2 in the above article, which is 

to make some changes to your page.tpl.php file in your theme, as well as modifying jQuery scripts 

that require a higher version than the one that ships with Drupal or jQuery Update. 

The script that I add to my page.tpl.php template is as follows: 

<script type="text/javascript" 

src="//ajax.googleapis.com/ajax/libs/jquery/1.4.4/jquery.min.js"></script> 

<script type="text/javascript"> 

  var $jq = jQuery.noConflict(); 

</script> 

This should be inserted into the <head></head> section of your page.tpl.php template. 

For example: 

 

 

NOTE:  After making any changes to your theme, you should flush your theme registry. 

I recommend you read this article if you’re not sure how to:  https://drupal.org/node/337176 



Step 4 – Create your Audio Content. 

Navigate to node/add/audio . 

Add a Title (this will be displayed as part of audio.js). 

Add an MP3 file. 

Click Save. 

Repeat as often as desired for new Audio Content. 

 

 

 



Step 5 – View your new audio.js HTML5 player. 

Navigate to http://your-site/audio 

NOTE:  This can be changed through Views, Page display. 

To play an audio file, simply click on the link. 

 

 

Tweaks: 

It should be quite possible to ‘tweak’ audio.js. 

For example, it’s possible to theme how the playlist looks.  To do this, I’d recommend having a look 

at the audio.js site, and in particular this page:  http://kolber.github.io/audiojs/demos/test6.html . 

You’ll need to look at the CSS to get an idea, or alternatively, use Firebug or something similar. 

Then it’s just a matter of adding the appropriate CSS directly to your Drupal theme’s stylesheets. 

Also, by modifying the views-view--audiofiles.tpl.php file that is located in the audiojs module, it 

should be possible to configure autoplay and/or preload. 

I haven’t tried this, but it should be quite possible. 

Also worth noting, the keyboard shortcuts for the audio.js player work.  ☺ 


